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Kurzbeschreibung

Finding refugein a quiet rural backwater, Dr David Hunter hoped he might at last have put the past
behind him. But then they found what was left of Sally Palmer ...

Itisn't just that she was afriend that disturbs him. Once he'd been a high-profile forensic anthropologist and
all too familiar with the many faces of death, before tragedy made him abandon this previouslife. Now the
police want his help. But to become involved will stir up memories he'slong tried to forget. Then a second
woman disappears, plunging the close-knit community into a maelstrom of fear and parancia. And no one,
not even Hunter, is exempt from suspicion.

Gruesome and gripping, this startling new British crime thriller has an unnerving and original twist. From
Publishers Weekly

British author Beckett (Fine Lines) delivers a promising serial-killer whodunit, the first of anew crime
series. Dr. David Hunter, a successful forensic anthropologist, retreats to the quiet Norfolk village of
Manham, where he works as a general practitioner, after adrunk driver claimsthe lives of his wife and
daughter. Three years after this tragedy, the shattering discovery of the mutilated corpse of a neighbor, Sally
Palmer, forces Hunter back into the world of studying decomposing corpses. When another woman
disappears, Hunter and the police conclude that a serial predator is at work, and they race against timeto
prevent a second murder. High quality prose and a compelling if flawed hero haunted by the memory of his
family help compensate for a plot that starts strongly but winds down to a somewhat predictable resolution.
(Sept.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. From Booklist
With so many women forensic specialists on the mystery circuit, it's a pleasure to have a man join the ranks-
-even if heisareluctant draftee. Endeavoring to escape atragedy that took his wife and young daughter,
David Hunter leaves forensics behind to take ajob in arural medical practicein atightly knit English
village. Although still an outsider even after three years on the job, David has begun to make afriends; he
has even met awoman he likes. Suddenly, the village is turned on its ear; one of itsown isa serial killer, and
David, at first a suspect, is enlisted to apply his medical specialty to find the killer. When his girlfriend is
kidnapped, he can no longer pretend detachment, and his involvement leads to unraveling some terrifying,
surprising secrets about people he thought he knew. Let's hope Hunter returns quickly and Beckett continues
to find such a nice balance between forensic detail and thrilling action. Sephanie Zvirin

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved
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